
Newsletter: November 2015

Who we are and why you should join us: 
St. Mary’s Island Residents’ Association Ltd. (SMIRA) is funded by 
Chatham Maritime Trust and operates as a limited company with a 
board of volunteer Directors, all resident’s of SMI. 

Our membership covers almost 700 dwellings and we hold regular 
meetings throughout the year. It is important that as many residents 
as possible become members and attend our meetings so that we 
better reflect their needs and wishes. Membership costs nothing 
and by joining you will regularly receive the minutes of our 
meetings and better understand and have an input into the 
improvements that we strive for and the issues that we try to 
resolve. 

If you have not received a formal notice of our AGM addressed 
to you through your letterbox by the time that you receive this 
newsletter then you are not a Member.  So please join us and make 
us even more representative by downloading an application form 
from our website www.smira/info and help us in our endeavours to 
make Chatham Maritime in general and SMI in particular a better 
place to live, work, play, retire and bring up our children. 

David Taylor, Chair 

Chairman’s Voice 
Another year has quickly passed and I want to thank your SMIRA 
Directors and Officers for their hard work, support and guidance in 
the furtherance of the interests of all SMI residents for another year.

I hope you agree with me that our lovely Island remains a safe 
and pleasant environment and long may this continue. Keeping 
things this way requires a great deal of hard work and vigilance by 
SMIRA, CMT, our Councillors, local stakeholders and other 
agencies and there are always new issues to be understood, 
negotiated and sometimes combatted to maintain our peaceful and 
pleasant existence, which we should never take for granted. I hope 
you feel that SMIRA have done the best by you again this year and 
that you will continue to support us in our future endeavours and 
undertakings.
 
Road Adoption: 
l Island Way East and Island Way West (ring road): 
When the Council adopt our roads they become responsible for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the roads, footpaths, street lighting 
and surface water drainage (the Council maintain the gullies and 
clean the gully leads if blocked). Southern Water become 

responsible for the actual drains and the developer relinquishes 
responsibility completely. This is now the situation as far as Island 
Way East and West (ring road) are concerned. However, this 
leaves our beautiful roadside landscaping which SMIRA have 
always pressed to have adopted by Chatham Maritime Trust (CMT) 
as we know that they maintain our green bunds and our River 
Walk to a high standard. I am, therefore, very pleased to be able 
to tell you that, by the end of this year or sooner, CMT will be 
taking over the maintenance of the landscaping around the ring 
road, Central Walk and some secondary roads and, hopefully, the 
landscaping in sectors 7, 8, 9 and 14 early next year. However this 
will not include all the landscaping around the ring road as there 
are some relatively small areas that fall to the immediate residents 
to maintain. So, can I please ask that those residents who have 
this responsibility do maintain these areas to a good standard in 
the interests of all. In addition, I would appeal to residents who 
have high hedges on their boundaries, particularly around the ring 
road, to regularly cut them to a common height with others in the 
interests of both safety and to maintain and enhance the ‘street 
scene’ that we all sign up to in our covenants. 

l Secondary (estate roads): The adaoption of these roads 
has not, for various reasons, made the progress this year that 
SMIRA had anticipated and hoped for and, unfortunately, no 
secondary roads are yet adopted. 

I have set out below the latest anticipated timescales and order for 
adoption for each sector but please bear in mind that this does not 
include the landscaping which SMIRA continue to press for 
adoption by CMT. 
l Sector 1 (Countryside): Work continues in spring 2016 with 
adoption that year. 
l Sectors 2, 4, 6 and 12 (Countryside): Work commences 
in spring 2016 with adoption that year. 
l Sectors 7, 8, 9 and 14 (Countryside): Work commences 
in summer 2016 with anticipated adoption that year. 
l Sector 3 (Barratt): Work continues in 2016 with anticipated 
adoption that year. 
l Sector 5 (Redrow): Work continues in 2016 with anticipated 
adoption that year. 
l Sectors 10, 11, 13 and 15 (Countryside): are part of 
the final phase ‘build out’ of the Island which has just started and 
will of course take a number of years to complete. 



as a result of the Chatham Waters development, a number of 
industrial operations that were previously sited in that area, have 
moved to berths 3 and 4, which, unfortunately, are adjacent to 
Colonial House and much nearer to SMI. 

Residents who attend the SMIRA meetings will know that 
representatives of London & Kent Metals, who process and load 
scrap metal into boats at Berth No 4, attended a meeting and 
explained that, although their operation could be noisy, they did 
not work nights (they finish at 5:00 p.m.) and only work Saturday 
mornings until 1:00 p.m..

Dalia Halpern Matthews, the CEO of CMT, arranged for me to 
meet the CEO of ArcelorMittal Kent Wire who now manufacture 
wire mesh panels on berths 3 and 4 and have a stevedoring 
operation on berth 2, all of which are much nearer the boundary 
with SMI. The manufacturing operations on berths 3 and 4 operate 
24/7 and the manufacturing sheds are currently partly open at the 
sides. However, it is intended that by spring next year these sheds 
will be fully enclosed and this should reduce the noise level. The 
stevedoring operations, loading and unloading cargo, generally 
operate from 6:00am to 6:00pm but this could include weekends. 
ArcelorMittal have already taken steps, using the latest technology, 
to reduce the noise emitted from the legally required reversing 
bleepers on their plant and they are happy that we should continue 
our dialogue with them. 

Unfortunately we have to acknowledge that we sit next to a work-
ing dock with established 24/7 operational arrangements in that 
much of what is manufactured or processed has to be loaded onto 
boats that have to meet tidal conditions. SMIRA and CMT work 
together to establish good relationships with the companies 
operating in the docks so that, at least when changes and 
differences occur, we are able to discover the source of the changes 
and, where possible, endeavour to mitigate the effect. 

Street Fuel Ltd: 
I believe that on balance we have been less affected this year by 
nuisance caused by this recycling operation. 

The Environment Agency (E.A.), having granted their permit, pay 
regular unannounced visits to the operation to ensure that the terms 
of the permit are being met. SMIRA regularly receive the reports of 
these site visits and maintain a good working relationship with the 
E.A. Over the summer the E.A. carried out fly paper tests at various 
locations on SMI to try and establish from where the flies emanate 
and the results of these tests are awaited.

Parking on SMI: 
We are aware that parking on SMI is less than adequate and that, 
for various reasons, there are some parking ‘hot-spots’ that need 
particular consideration. Since her appointment Dalia Halpern 
Matthews, the CEO of CMT, has decided that CMT should take a 
lead on this and she is currently meeting and working with various 
groups to try and achieve some long term improvements. SMIRA of 
course support her on this but it may be something that, thanks to 

In addition, I am pleased to tell you that, if you live in sectors 1, 3 
or 5, and have an issue with your street lighting you should report 
it directly to the Council giving the street light number reference 
painted on the lamp standard. 

Masterplan Final Phase ‘Build-Out’ of SMI: 
Most of you will have seen that construction work has begun on the 
final phase build-out of our Island. A new site entrance has been 
constructed in Island Way West and the construction of the show 
houses has commenced. The piling on the first phase is complete 
but the ‘build-out’ will take a number of years and during this 
period Island Way West in particular will suffer a considerable 
amount of both heavy and light site traffic. The developer, 
Countryside Maritime Ltd, have taken steps to reduce the impact on 
residents and, particularly the school. Deliveries are not permitted 
during peak periods when children are going to and leaving 
school. Even so, SMIRA have expressed concerns that this 
considerable increase in traffic makes accessing the community 
centre, doctors surgery, pharmacy and school more hazardous and 
we have added to this our concern that the crossing point 
immediately next to the ‘Stones Roundabout’ in Island Way West 
is no longer a safe place to cross given the speed and increased 
volume of traffic coming over the HMS Chatham Bridge and 
turning left into Island Way West. 

We have, therefore, made representation to the Council and the 
developer to consider the introduction of two additional safe 
crossings on Island Way West, one opposite the community centre 
entrance and another opposite the school so that residents, some in 
the elderly care provision and some parents and children using the 
planned bespoke parking places within the final phase 
development, can safely gain access to the same communal 
facilities. 

Lighting along Central Walk: 
Many of you will be aware that our Central Walk now has the 
benefit of safe lighting. This is something that, in response to the 
requests of many residents over a number of years, SMIRA 
lobbied Countryside to install. There was absolutely no obligation 
for Countryside to do this and I would like to thank them for 
delivering on this not inexpensive request. Of course, when such 
schemes are actioned not all residents are happy, but SMIRA 
always tries to engage with all parties to alleviate or mitigate 
residents’ concerns by holding site meetings and ensuring that any 
mitigating proposals are delivered, where possible, to the 
satisfaction of the concerned residents. 

The responsibility for the cost of running and maintaining this 
lighting will eventually pass to CMT and this gives us confidence in 
the knowledge that it will remain for the foreseeable future. 

Chatham Docks: 
In recent weeks a number of resident’s have advised SMIRA of 
their concerns that there is an increase in noise emanating from 
Chatham Docks 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. It seems that, 



August, 20th September and 1st November. These meetings
commence at 7:00 p.m. and any resident is welcome to attend 
without prior notice. 

Community Speed Watch:
Many residents will have become aware that a Kent Police 
Community Speed Watch (CSW) initiative is currently running on 
SMI.  This was arranged by our PCSO, Helen Kristic, in response to 
a large number of residents expressing their concerns at the 
increasing number of speeding vehicles over HMS Chatham Bridge 
and around the ring road.

The population is increasing and with it the volume of traffic. CSW 
is an initiative that allows groups of residents to volunteer and 
contribute to their local safety and quality of life by helping to 
reduce excessive speeds on roads in their own communities. The 
volunteers record the speed and registration details of vehicles 
travelling at or above the nationally specified thresholds. Those 
travelling at excessive speeds anywhere in Kent receive warning 
letters and advice by Kent Police.

Obviously some residents will not be in favour of this but the 
objectives are simply:
l To increase the public awareness of speed.
l To reduce deaths, injuries and collisions.
l To improve the safety and quality of life in local 
communities.

Helen is looking for more volunteers so, If you would like to take 
part in this programme, please contact her at 
helen.kristic@kent.pnn.police.uk or 07870 252191. 

Buses:
Residents have recently experienced a difficult and frustrating time 
with our bus services caused by a decision by Arriva to operate 
our off peak services from Maidstone instead of the Gillingham 
depot. However, I am very pleased to advise you that, as a result 
of SMIRA, our Councillors and Medway Council putting pres-
sure on Arriva, the service has been reinstated to the Gillingham 
Depot and with the exception of a reduced Sunday service, now 
just three buses a day operated by New Venture, things should by 
now be back to normal. This includes the fact that the commuter 
buses are more co-ordinated with departures and arrivals of trains 
at Chatham railway station and buses no longer circumnavigate 
the Dockside Outlet. Also, when the buses arrive on SMI, they no 
longer have to lose time at the school. Unfortunately, it should be 
noted that the telemetry system, advising bus times and punctuality 
at the bus stops, should not be relied on. 

Keith Robinson - Director

planning policies enforced at the time, we are stuck with. I would 
therefore appeal to all residents to park safely and considerately. 
Unfortunately, the problems will not be resolved overnight if at all. 

Finally, I would like to thank Chatham Maritime Trust for financing 
us and positively working with us in our common aims on Chatham 
Maritime in general and SMI in particular. 

Help from our Councillors:
I would also like to take this opportunity to especially thank our
Councillors, Andrew Mackness and Habib Tejan, who lives on the 
Island, for their continued proactive and reactive support in many 
of our wishes and concerns. In matters such as the adoption of our 
roads and the ‘build out’ of the Island they play a significant 
supporting role and work alongside us in our legitimate 
undertakings and I am pleased to advise you that during the year 
they made a donation of £1,000 to SMIRA from their ward fund, 
ring-fenced for community purposes.

Both Andrew and Habib have asked me to remind you that they 
are available to listen to your issues and concerns and are happy 
to help anyone navigate through the sometimes difficult 
bureaucracy of Medway Council to ensure your voices are heard.

Andrew Mackness, as Chairman of Chatham Maritime Trust, is also 
in a good position to monitor and ensure that they deliver a value 
for money quality service to us. Please note our Councillor’s contact 
details at the end of this newsletter.

Our AGM
Our AGM this year takes place on Friday 4th December at our 
Community Centre commencing at 7:30 p.m. and all residents, not 
just members, are welcome. 

The formal business is soon dealt with and this year our invited 
guest speakers are:
l Dalia Halpern Matthews - Recently appointed CEO of 
Chatham Maritime Trust.  
l Dr Stephen Lawrence - our Island G.P. 
l Brian Portway - Hon Secretary of the SMI History Group 
presenting, The History of our Island.

This is your chance to hear and put questions to all our speakers 
and I would very much appreciate your attendance in support of 
the Board.                                       David Taylor  Chairman  

SMIRA regular meetings throughout 2016:
The dates of regular SMIRA meetings next year are as follows:
12th January, 23rd February, 5th April, 17th May, 28th June, 9th 



continuance. Finsborough Down had another wonderful display 
of cowslips this spring. They seem to enjoy the east facing aspect 
looking toward the docks.

In a recent joint initiative to add colour around our Island, CMT 
and Turfsoil, their soft landscape contractors, were joined by over 
50 residents and members of Medway Sunlight Rotary Club in the 
planting of some 25,000 crocus bulbs each side of the footpath 
on the top of Finsborough Down. Members of Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Club who meet weekly at the Community Centre, will plant 
a further 20,000 bulbs around the Community Centre car park and 
by the adjacent external footpath on Island Way West. The mauve 
colour of the crocuses is significant to Rotary in that it depicts the 
mauve coloured dye that children around the world have to dip 
their fingers in to confirm that they have received the “End Polio 
Now” vaccine which is administered as part of the worldwide 
campaign to eradicate this awful disease that many of us will 
remember from our childhood, once and for all. There are now just 
two countries that are not Polio free and the Rotary International 
campaign continues.
 
It is hoped to extend the planting of miniature daffodil bulbs next 
year in recognition of the Marie Currie nursing charity to the East 
Central bund and later to the West Central bund near to the school 
as part of an ongoing programme. Each bund could have a 
different colour bulb species to represent different charities.

Reports of seal sightings continue and one seal in particular was 
observed by residents of Malin House eating a fish whilst lying on 
its back (unfortunately cameras weren’t quite at the ready!). 

Concerned residents asked SMIRA to investigate what was going 
on when a number of diggers and graders were spotted working 
very long hours and at weekends on Hoo Island in the Medway 
estuary just off The Fishing Village.  SMIRA made enquiries of the 
Environment Agency (E.A.), with whom we enjoy a constructive 
relationship, and we have been advised that Peel Ports are 
carrying out remediation works such that they can hand the island 
over to Natural England as a designated bird sanctuary. The E.A. 

CMT Christmas Fair  
You will have already received prior notification that CMT are 
holding a Christmas Fair this year on Saturday the 28th November 
at the Community Centre between 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m..

This is an important community event and we hope that as many 
residents as possible will attend.  Even if you cannot be there all 
afternoon we would like to bring to your particular notice that 
between 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. the Salvation Army Band will 
be holding an informal Carol Service around our new Christmas 
tree in the adjacent courtyard.  Residents’ are invited to donate a 
new unwrapped toy that the Salvation Army will ensure reaches a 
less fortunate child who may otherwise not receive a present this 
Christmas.  It is hoped that many families will come along and join 
in for what, if proved popular, could become an annual event.

Residents’ New Year’s Eve Party: 
This very popular event is on again this year. Subject to numbers, 
residents can again enjoy a great night of dancing and celebration 
to welcome in 2016. Bring your own food and drink. Tickets are 
available from the 4th December at 7:00 p.m. before the SMIRA 
AGM at the Community Centre and will be limited by numbers. 

Tickets will be limited by numbers and cost £6.50 for adults and 
£3.50 for children over 2 years. Call Martine on 07976 
575914 or Cara on 07885 410313 for more information. 
The party, with a new D.J. this year, starts at 7:30 p.m., and is 
open to all residents, family and friends. Any profit this year will be 
donated to The Ellenor Lions Hospice in Gravesend.

Our Lovely Island
This year we have seen several developments and changes in our 
wild life on or near our lovely island.

The planting, by CMT of the wild life friendly area on Finsborough 
Down bund was completed this year. Under the new grounds 
maintenance contract the dedicated area was cleared and 
re-planted and by the end of the summer it was beginning to look 
more established. There are distinct bands of colour planting via a 
large variety of shrubs, which should provide colour and interest 
all year round. This, in turn, will attract the moths and butterflies 
as well as other insects. Interestingly, the cost to plant out and 
maintain this bund is funded by an endowment held by Chatham 
Maritime Trust and does not come from our annual Rent Charge.

On the East Central (middle) bund there were 31 Bee Orchids this 
year. The pyramidal orchids had increased in numbers slightly and 
this seems to be the only bund where they grow. Both these species 
are a natural phenomenon and we should take care to ensure their 



are managing this handover and Hoo Island will remain an SSSI 
site, hopefully, in perpetuity.  Going forward this can only result in 
good sightings of waders and estuary birds.

A squirrel was harangued by magpies on the river walk. It must 
have ventured over from the docks. Although delightful to watch we 
would not be too happy if squirrels decided, like us, that St Mary’s 
Island was the ideal place to live as they can be a real menace 
when they get into roof spaces. Fortunately I think we have 
insufficient trees to support a squirrel population at present but this 
is not the first sighting of a squirrel as one was seen to venture over 
a couple of years ago. 

A wide variety of birds continue to come to our gardens – 
including the predators/raptors (Kestrel and Sparrowhawk) and 
the successful and noisy island - bred magpies. The beautiful 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth has been seen again this summer – a 
large daytime flying moth worth looking out for. However, we still 
need vigilance for the Brown Tailed moth that builds large webs for 
the colony and strips trees and shrubs. They can cause rashes and 
breathing difficulties so please continue to report any infestation to 
CMT who will notify their pest control contractor.

Bats and dragonflies visit in the summer months and, now that we 
have more established trees, the evening bird song can be a 
delight. So when you have ‘an idle moment’ just sit and let nature 
on the island come to you.                     Janet Adkin Resident

Food and Drink Festival 
including the Dragon Boat Challenge: 

The Chatham Maritime Trust Food and Drink Festival was staged 
again in Basin 2 this year over the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend 
and again proved an overwhelming success.  Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Dragon Boat Challenge on the Sunday proved very popular 
with 24 crews taking part and almost £8,000 was raised for 
local charities. Many residents attended the three day event and 
expressed their satisfaction and pleasure with the combination of 
unusual food, varied music and entertainment on offer.  The Food 
and Drink Festival, which is cost neutral to CMT, will be staged 
again in 2016 over the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend of the 
28th, 29th and 30th May with the Dragon Boat Challenge, 
including the popular Human Fruit Machine, taking place on 
Sunday the 29th May. If you missed it last time you should ensure 
that you diarise the weekend well in advance and if any residents 
or clubs would like to consider taking part in the Dragon Boat 
Challenge they should email dragonboat@medwaysunlightrotary.
org.uk or phone Allan on 07956 452331.

So What of our Island Clubs: 
Our island Active Retirement Club, SaintARA, continues to 
provide events and activities together with a weekly Friday coffee 
morning at our Community Centre.  Membership is currently full 
at 200 and there is a small waiting list.  However, if you wish to 
record your interest or find out more please call Barbara 
Drysdale on 714640.   
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Our Island History Group is now in it’s third year and will 
be making a presentation about the history of our Island at our 
A.G.M. this year.

All the information, much of which was submitted by residents, is to 
be archived for future generations. If you are interested and would 
like to join, call Rose Goodson on 893775. 

Unfortunately, our Island Youth Club is currently closed due to 
a shortage of volunteers to both run the club and parental sup-
port on a casual basis.  Rather than accept the situation, SMIRA 
successfully appealed to CMT to financially support a Youth Leader 
which they have agreed to do, at least for a trial period of one 
year.  It is hoped that the club will re-open in January 2016 but will 
still need the support of both regular and parental volunteers if it 
is to survive.  If, whether a parent or not, you are prepared to give 
one Friday night or more a year to keep this important activity alive 
please contact David Taylor on 893447.

Our Island Rotary Club, Medway Sunlight Rotary, have 
been holding their breakfast meetings from 7:30 a.m to 8:30 a.m. 
every Thursday morning at our Community Centre for over two 
years now.  We welcome all residents over 18 to come along and, 
if they wish, become a member.  Alternatively, if you would like to 
support our fund raising activities without becoming a member we 
would be equally happy to talk to you.  Regular attendance at our 
meetings is not compulsory and last year, with the help of the Drag-
on Boat Challenge and the “Human Fruit Machine” on Basin 2 as 
part of the CMT Food and Drinks Festival, we raised over £15,000 
for local, national and international charities.  If you would like 
more information then please call David Taylor on 893447 or 
visit our website www.medwaysunlightrotary.org.uk where you can 
see our fund raising activities both past and current.  

Estate Regulations: 
The following are the current adopted Estate Regulations and are 
intended to promote the enjoyment and good management of St. 
Mary’s Island. Residents are asked to strictly adhere to these 
regulations in the courteous interest and well being of others.

l Dogs shall be kept on a lead at all times in the Amenity and 
other public areas of the Estate. The designated dog run area on 
Finsborough Down is the only area of public space where dogs 
should be let off their lead. Dog owners should please be aware 
that medway council are now enforcing the Control of Dogs act 
(Medway) 2014.

The following activities are prohibited: 
l Horse riding on any part of the Estate 
l The launching of boats, jet skis and other similar watercraft from 
the Estate into the river. 
l The landing of aircraft and hot air balloons on any part of the 
Estate. 
l Fishing in the River Medway from the Estate and in the Dock 
Basins. 
l Swimming from the foreshore within the Estate and in the Dock 
Basins. 
l The trapping or killing of wildlife on the Estate (save as part of a 
proper pest control operation). 
l The flying of model aircraft and the sailing of model boats from 
the foreshore within the Estate and in the Dock Basins. 
l The lighting of fires and barbecues on the Amenity Areas. 

Useful numbers and contacts:
l Police Community Support Officer is PCSO 58794 Helen 
Kristic 07870 252191. Helen will only answer if on duty. 
Helen.Kristic@kent.pnn.police.uk
l Police: 999 (Crime in action) Police: 101 (Report a crime)
l Council Community Safety Warden for River Ward: Rebecca 
Pease. 338163 rebecca.pease@medway.gov.uk
l C.M.T Security and Land Management: 890292. This number 
should be used to report any incidents on the public open spaces 
on SMI or the Chatham Maritime Estate.
l Grant Leathwhite is the CMT Estates Officer providing on the 
ground monitoring across the estate. Grant’s core hours are 7am 
to 4 pm; he can be contacted on 07867 507187 or 793942 
during working hours. grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk
l C.M.T Office: 891888  info@cmtrust.co.uk
l River Ward Councillors: Andrew Mackness. 07970 
734105. andrewmackness@live.co.uk
Twitter@andrewmackness and Habib Tejan. 07985 169598  
habibtejan@live.co.uk  Twitter @HabibTejan
l Island Doctor: 890712 
l Island Pharmacy: 891207
l Community Centre: 890072
l Environment Agency Hotline: 0800 8070600
l Problems with street lighting on adopted roads: 331404 (Note 
the number on the lamp standard before reporting)
l SMIRA www.smira.info/
l SMIRA admin@smira.info


